2008 Feb 29

Bill and Chris,
 

As I told Bill by phone yesterday, the correct spelling of Grandpa Balson's name upon entry to the US was the name listed on Uncle Tommy's birth certificate (Bukolowsky).
 

To see all of the info on Miron Bukolowski , which is taken from the ship's manifest at Ellis Island, see the attached.  (Miron is the Russian and Polish spelling for "Myron.")
 

By the way, the name change appeared to start when Grandpa married Grandma Balson.  The marriage certificate has the name Bukolowski listed, but someone (in a darker ink) rounded over the "u" changing it to almost an "o."  Although it is not attached, the certificate records Grandma's name as "Maria Krupa" --- interesting, as when Grandma was naturalized in 1960, her given name was listed as "Mary Ann." 
 

When Grandpa B. was naturalized in 1943, his last name was listed as "Bokalowsky" and the court that naturalized him also granted him a name change from "Miron" to Mike. My Dad's US Navy records for the period 1940 to 1945 indicate that he was one Stanley Bokalosky. In 1947, the Bokalowskys who were alive and living in New Jersey all had their family names changed to Balson, apparently to settle the spelling difference issue, once and for all.
 
I will be sending other records to you, Bill, by separate e-mails, as the files are large. 
 

Chris: if you want to see any of this stuff, let me know, and I will also include you in these mailings.  By the way, we are continuing to pray for you, Bob's job, the sale of the house, etc.
 

Love to you both,
 

Jon
 

